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INDIAN HILLS COMMUNITY CHURCH December 3, 2017

Grace and peace to you, be-
loved of God, on this first Sunday 
of December.

We trust as we worship to-
gether this morning that God will 
be honored in all of our thoughts 
and words. We praise Him for the 
revelation He has made of Himself 
through the Word of God; that we 
may know Him and know Him in 
a personal and intimate way.

As believers in Jesus Christ, 
we are especially grateful for what 
Jesus Christ has done on the cross 
for us. May we never forget His 
sacrifice on our behalf as His very 
life was required to pay our sin 
penalty.

Christmas Season 2017
The Christmas season pro-

vides great opportunities to share 
the reason Jesus came to earth. Al-
most everyone loves to sing or lis-
ten to Christmas carols, and many 
carry the message of redemption. 
Unlike any other holiday, Christ-
mas is a time when people are 
receptive and willing to talk about 
the events we are celebrating. 

As ambassadors for Christ, re-
member to be sensitive and ready 
for the opportunities He provides.

Keep Short Accounts
We’ve all been wronged at 

some time or another. Maybe 
it was intentional, maybe not. 
Whether we’ve been stabbed in the 
back by an enemy or betrayed by a 
trusted friend, it stings.

The wise Christian keeps 
short accounts. Keep in mind that 
the wrong we suffered was sifted 
through the Lord’s hands before we 
felt the hurt. He knows our frame.

The wrong we’re experiencing 
is an opportunity to grow more like 
the Savior. It is also an opportunity 
for the devil to get a foothold on our 
heart. The choice is ours.

The devil wants us to nurture 
our hurt feelings. He wants us to 
be angry and resentful. He loves 
it when we complain to others and 
slander our friend or enemy. Oh, 
how that grieves our Lord.

Instead, let us keep short ac-
counts. Let us forgive quickly and 
give the devil no opportunity.

Humorous Quote
“You must learn from the mis-

takes of others. You can’t possibly 
live long enough to make them all 
yourself.”—Sam Levenson
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True Religion
Aaron Nicholson

In James 1:26-27 we find a 
definition of what it means to be 
truly religious. He says one must 
1) bridle his tongue, 2) visit or-
phans and widows in their distress 
and, 3) keep oneself unstained 
by the world. To many of us, the 
first and third points are obvi-
ous. It makes sense that a truly 
religious person has godly speech 
and distances himself from the 
sinful influences of the world. But 
what about the specific mention 
of orphans and widows? Am I not 
a true Christian if I have never 
visited orphans and widows?

We must remember that the 
New Testament is not a list of do’s 
and don’ts. Israel received such a 
list through the Mosaic Law and 
proved that no man has the ability 
to follow God this way. Instead, 
the New Testament Christian has 
received a new heart through faith 
in Christ and the regenerative 
power of the Holy Spirit (Titus 
3:5). With the triune God resid-
ing in us, we seek to be continu-
ally transformed into His likeness 
(Romans 12:2). We are seeking His 
character and heart. James 1:27 is 
describing that kind of heart.

In the early church, orphans 
and widows were among the poor-
est and neediest of people. They 
had no welfare programs and if 
jobs or family ties were scarce, 

they were in very difficult situa-
tions. The word “visit,” in James 
1:27, means to exercise oversight 
on their behalf and help them in 
whatever way is needed.  It was 
much more than your friendly one-
time chat. It involved continual 
oversight and follow-up. If you 
were to visit one of these orphans 
and widows this way you would 
likely never receive any payment 
for it. Your reward would not be on 
earth. This is the self-sacrificial, 
loving, and truly religious heart 
that James is describing. 

To visit widows and orphans 
might not be a requirement for en-
trance into heaven, but having the 
kind of heart that is compassion-
ate toward the weak and needy is. 
Again, this renewed heart is only 
obtained through faith in Jesus 
Christ.  

The Visitation Ministry exists 
at Indian Hills to minister to others 
with the love of Christ. We seek to 
comfort and encourage those who 
are in need through personal con-
tact, prayer, sharing God’s Word, 
and offering services from church 
ministries. Within this ministry, 
each of our teams has this goal in 
mind but each goes about it a little 
differently.  

In brief summary, the Visita-

Continued on page 5
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Joy Luminaries
Tonight, December 3

South Lobby

The second grade Girls of Grace is selling Joy Luminaries 
to raise money to give to Bended Knee International. 

The luminaries will not be priced and may be purchased 
at the price you choose. Please be generous.

tion Teams are:

1. Short-Term Team – visit the 
sick on relatively short notice

2. Long-Term Team – visit those 
who have long-term disabili-
ties or illnesses

3. Encouragement Team – pray 
and give phone calls to those 
dealing with trials

4. Food Service Committee – 
provide meals for those with 
illnesses or new babies

5. Compassion Team – provide 
oversight for widows and wid-
owers

6. Jail Ministry – disciple an in-
mate who is interested in learn-
ing more about Christ

7. Lincoln Citizen Advocacy – 
disciple a disabled citizen who 
is interested in learning more 
about Christ

If you have any questions or 
would like to be involved in one 
of these ministries, please contact 
Aaron Nicholson (aaron.nichol-
son@ihcc.org).  

True Religion
Continued from page 4



6  • Heartbeat

Using Your Spiritual Gifts
If you are not involved in the 

ministry at a level you know you 
should be serving, here are some 
suggestions on how to get started.

Look around for something 
that ought to be done. Look 
through the newsletter. Right 
now there is a need for teachers, 
van drivers, and nursery workers. 
Don’t limit your investigation to 
your ability, just find something 
that needs improvement. Remem-
ber, this is not finding something 
for someone else to do—but some-
thing you could do.

Ask God to show you how you 
may be used to meet that need. 
You may feel inadequate or may 

not have the time to do it. How-
ever, if God wants you to do it 
through Him, you will find a way 
to accomplish the job.

If you still can’t figure out 
what to do: Contact the person in 
charge of a particular area and of-
fer yourself as a helper. Then, pitch 
in and work in the area. If you get 
into an area that is not right, try 
another area until you find the area 
of service that is right for you.

A good place to start is to do 
what is at hand. Pick something 
that won’t be overwhelming, like 
preparing a meal. Then put it in 
the freezer, call Vanessa Rieken-
berg and let her know you have a 
meal ready for the next time one is 
needed. If meals aren’t your thing, 
call Tammy Coffin and offer to 
vacuum once every five weeks.

Wherever you choose to serve, 
do your job well and do it faith-
fully. Church workers are always 
looking for faithful servants, those 
who will “do what they said they 
would do.”

Being faithful with the little 
jobs is crucial. Remember the mas-
ter and faithful slave? “His master 
said to him, ‘Well done, good and 
faithful slave. You were faithful 
with a few things, I will put you in 
charge of many things; enter into 
the joy of your master’” (Matt. 
25:21). The same principle applies 
to the use of our spiritual gifts.

Church 
cancellations 
or delays will 
be posted on 
the church 
website: 
www.ihcc.org

As cold, snow, and 
ice storms move in, 
Jeff Horn and Kevin 
Wheat will try to keep 
abreast of the weather 
and road conditions.
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Children’s Christmas Concert
Sunday, December 10

6:00 p.m.
Children (four years old through sixth grade) 

will be praising the Lord through song

Into the Spirit World

Angelology
Larry Riekenberg Teacher

Wed. from 7:00–8:00 p.m.
Everyone high school age and older welcome
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Children’ Sunday School
Visit the Sunday school 
coordinator’s desk for 
class locations.

Junior High (Grades 6-8)
Studying Acts
Team Taught
Cornerstone House

Senior High (Grades 9-12)
Studying Colossians
Jeff Harford Teaching
Room 1430

Alpha Omega (18–25) 
Studying 1 Corinthians
Duane Nelsen Teaching
Room 2311

EDGE
Studying Philippians
Jimmy Pelton Teaching
Rooms 2211

Common Bonds
Studying Acts
Jim Mooberry Teaching
Room 1404

Bible Fellowship Hour
HIS
Studying Deuteronomy
Scott Bailey Teaching
Room 1423

LOGOS
Studying Second Samuel
Greg Thomas Teaching
Room 1422
 
1800 Fellowship
Studying Luke
Bill Cooley Teaching
Room 1100 (Chapel)

One Heart
Studying Matthew
Dick Bergt Teaching
Room 1112

LIFE
Studying Philippians
Jim Pelton Teaching
Room 1419

The Father Knows Best
Studying “Taking the Mys-
tery Out of Revelation”
Don Goertzen Teaching
Room 1414

Prime Time
Studying Mark
Ed Daly Teaching
Room 1417

Classes begin at 8:45 
a.m. but everyone is 
welcome to come at 
8:30 a.m. for a cup of 
coffee and fellowship.

For more information 
about any of these 
classes, contact Duane 
Nelsen at 483-4541, 
visit the class, or stop by 
the information center 
in the south lobby.

Information Center
We would love to meet 
you! Please stop by and 
pick up your visitor/
newcomer gift bag. 
We’re located across 
from Sound Words.

“This you know, my beloved brethren. But every-
one must be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow 
to anger; for the anger of man does not achieve 
the righteousness of God” (James 19, 20).
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Save the Date

Men’s 
Seminar

February 16 & 17, 2018
Speaker: Randall Price

Held at Indian Hills 
Community Church

Save the Date
Ladies Retreat
True Wisdom Found: The joyful 

mindset of fearing God

February 23 & 24, 2018
Lied Lodge in Nebraska City

Teachers: Nancy Butterfield, 
Sheila Abresch, Deb Terry, 

LaVon Sperling, Carrie Smith
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Family News
Birth. Eliza Veda, daughter of 
David and Carrie Iekel, was born 
November 22, 2017.
Birth. Viktor and Hillary Nurba-
bayev are the parents of a boy, 
Ezekiel James, born November 29, 
2017.
Birth. Sam and Katie Pelton are 
the parents of a girl, Annie Kather-
ine, born November 29, 2017.
Death. Carmen Moser, wife of 
Marvin, died November 22, 2017.
Hospitalized. Hudson Willet, son 
of Jason and Heather Willet was 
a patient at Omaha Children’s 
Hospital.
Hospitalized. Linda Strasheim is a 
patient at Bryan West.
Hospitalized. Bill Peery was a 
patient at the South Lake Rehabili-
tation Center.
Hospitalized. Mary Ann Hill was 
a patient at Methodist Hospital, 
Omaha.
Hospitalized. Dick Smith was 
a patient at Methodist Hospital, 
Omaha.
Hospitalized. Mary Smith was 
a patient at Methodist Hospital, 
Omaha.
 
Children’s Studies
Children’s Sunday School. The 
children studied Romans 11 and 
learned about God’s sovereignty 
over Israel’s future.

Children’s Church. The chil-
dren studied Exodus 3 and 4 and 
learned about God raising Moses 
to lead Israel. The lesson goal is to 
fear and praise God for His holi-
ness.

Information
Used Toy Donations. Titus Tues-
day will be holding a used toy 
swap for toys in good condition on 
January 16. If you are de-cluttering 
and would like to contribute, there 
will be a drop off location by the 
second-floor elevator in December 
and January. Books, puzzles, and 
costumes are welcome. Questions? 
Call Jeri’ Moser at 402-805-1651.
Titus Tuesday will meet December 
5 and then take a break until Janu-
ary. Jackie Southwick will be teach-
ing Christ Emptied Himself for 
Others. Discussion group follows.
Christmas cookies are needed 
for the December 17 Christ-
mas concert. Cookies should be 
dropped off in the old kitchen 
between December 14 and Sunday 
afternoon, December 17. For more 
information, call Kate Morten at 
402-416-6964. 
Offering Envelopes. Next year’s 
offering envelopes will be avail-
able for pick up on December 10. 
Offering envelopes provide an 
excellent method to instruct the 
church of your giving and if you 
used an offering envelope dur-
ing 2017 then a new one has been 
prepared for you. We tried to make 
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Last Week’s Message
November 26 AM. Gil Rugh. GR 
2023. Heaven Celebrates Christ’s 
Coming Reign. Revelation 11:15-19
November 26 PM. Gil Rugh. GR 
2105. Love Governs Believer’s 
Freedom. Galatians 5:13-15

sure no one got missed but if we 
did or if you simply want to start 
using an offering envelope for next 
year, please go to Sound Words 
and they will issue one to you.
Tax Savers. Non-cash gifts such 
as stocks, mutual funds, grain 
commodities, and IRA distribu-
tions provide excellent tax saving 
methods. Be sure to allow suf-
ficient time to make the necessary 
transfer complete. Some of these 
types allow you to both avoid 
capital gain taxes and use the full 
value for a tax deduction. Contact 
Jeff Horn or Carroll Lavalleur if 
you need any assistance.     
Event Kitchen. If you have an 
upcoming event that involves 
the new Event Kitchen, contact 
Rachel Gould at church, 402-483-
4541. She will reserve it for your 
group and give you an Event Sheet, 
which will help with the plan-
ning. Questions to Merrily Bailey 
(402) 730-7617.  
Sonshine Kids’ Parents: Please 
have your child in the auditorium 
by 5:15 p.m. next Sunday night to 
rehearse before the concert. They 
can wear any dressy outfit. After 
the Sonshine Kids sing, they will 
need to be picked up in the South 
Lobby and will sit with you for the 
rest of the concert. When the con-
cert is finished they can be brought 
to the Sonshine Kids’ room.
Cleaners Needed for a special as-
signment and for vacuuming once 
every five weeks. If you would like 

to help, contact Tami Coffin, 402-
366-3490.
Creative Sewers will meet Tues-
day, December 5, at 11:30 a.m. for 
lunch and sewing.
Lost & Found is giving away lost 
Bibles. Stop by the Media Center 
and see if any of the items in our 
Lost & Found belong to you.
One Driver is needed for the Van 
Ministry on Wednesday evenings. 
For more information or to volun-
teer, contact Dalton Dowding at 
402-470-1605 or leave a message 
with the church receptionist at 
402-483-4541.
Hospitalizations. Please call the 
church, 402-483-4541, and notify 
Pastor Aaron Nicholson or Curt 
Kuster of all hospitalizations and 
births.
Hospitality Ministry needs two 
door greeters to welcome people 
at the southwest doors on Sunday 
mornings from 8:30–9:00 a.m. 
Each greeter is on rotation of one 
month per quarter and would serve 
four months out of the year. Please 
let Brian Willet (brian.willet@out-
look.com) know if you’re interested.
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This Week’s Events
Sunday

Sunday Night Church 6:00 p.m.
Boys of Faith 6:00 p.m.
Girls of Grace 6:00 p.m.
Sonshine Kids 6:30 p.m.

 
Monday

Sisters 7:00 p.m.

Tuesday
Titus Tuesday 9:15 a.m.

Creative Sewers 11:30 a.m.

Wednesday
Praise Team, Band 6:00 p.m.

Orchestra 6:00 p.m.
Awana 6:45 p.m.
Choir 7:00 p.m.

Junior High Study 7:00 p.m.
No Issues . . . World

Wednesday Night Study 7:00 p.m.

Thursday
Alpha Omega Study 7:00 p.m.

Future Events
December 10

Children’s Christmas Program 6 p.m.

December 17
Adult Christmas Concert 6 p.m.

December 24
Christmas Eve Service

Communion

December 25
Christmas Day

Church Building Closed

December 26
Church Building Closed

December 27
No Wednesday Night Programs

December 31
No Sunday Night Church

January 1
New Year’s Day

Church Building Closed

January 3
No Wednesday Night Programs

January 26, 27
Boys of Faith Lock-in

February 10
Derby Workshop

February 16, 17
Men’s Seminar

February 23, 24
Ladies Retreat

Heartbeat
Dec. 3, 2017 • Vol. 25, No. 45

Editor: Gale Engle
Publisher: John Scholle
Heartbeat is published each week 
by Indian Hills Community Church 
for distribution on Sunday morning.
Submission deadline is 10:00 a.m. 
Wednesday.
Copies of previous editions may be 
found in the acrylic holders in the 
north and south lobbies.


